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array of authorities, buttressed by quotations in a dozen languages. The author 
states his opinion or point in clear, vigorous English without flourish or parade, 
and leaves it. It is honest. There is no tampering with objections or opposed 
views, so that they appear weak before they are assailed. Rationalistic opinions 
are stated fairly often in quotations from able writers. Exegesis which to the 
writer does not seem sound, is first given and the arguments in its favor well 
stated. It is able and dear. When an opposing view is met, the writer shows 
himself a match for any opponent. His views in general commend themselves to 
our judgment and are ably presented. It is connected. The whole book leaves one 
impression. This is where many works on the subject lamentably fail. They 
give a series of scattered thoughts. This book is one argument. The first chap- 
ter does not make its full impression until the last is read, and the last is not com- 
plete unless the intervening ones are mastered. It is broad in scope. Scarcely 
one element in the Old Testament can be mentioned which is not shown to enter 
into some link of the Great Argument. The whole Old Testament with its his- 
tory, its prophecy, its poetry, its types, its priests, the daily life and habits of its 
people, all are seen to be colored and shot through with this messianic idea. It is 
suggestive. Its language is vigorous and eloquent. The writer shows a broad 
acquaintance with literature in general and human nature. He had the advantage 
of personal acquaintance with the scene and sphere of Old Testament life, being 
the son of the veteran missionary and author of " The Land and the Book " and 
himself living some time in Palestine. We would commend the book most of all 
for its common sense and balance. Rationalistic and absurd views are not enter- 
tained or favored because of fear of " Higher Criticism " or out of deference to 
distinguished names. Dr. Thomson can see something else to be taken into 
account besides Grammar and manuscript authority and the mere negative critic- 
ism of date and author and style. Every reader will find this work interesting, 
stimulating, instructive and convincing. The paper and printing are all that 
could be desired. G. S. G. 
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